NO. 007 | MAY 2023

GLOBAL
POLICY s
ANALYSIS

NIZAMI GANJAVI INTERNATIONAL CENTER

"'-i..rl-dj_ﬂ "




Seventh edition

GLOBAL
POLICY
ANALYSIS

Applications for permission to reproduce or
translate all or any publication should be made to:

Nizami Ganjavi International Center
Baku, Azerbaijan, AZ 1014

Tel: +99412 597 48 65

Email: info@nizamiganjavi-ic.org
wWwWw.nizamiganjavi-ic.org

© 2023 NIZAMI GANJAVI INTERNATIONAL CENTER



Il
|Global Polic!nalysis




Global Policy Analysis

VAIRA
VIKE-FREIBERGA

Co-Chair of NGIC;
President of the Republic of Latvia
1999-2007

On the centenary of the birth of Heydar Aliyev, I join the ranks of those who have
had the privilege of direct personal contacts with this towering figure of Azerbai-
jani history during my term in office as President of Latvia. He was truly an
impressive personality, free and generous in sharing his insightful analysis of the
challenges faced by all the countries that either gained or recovered their nation-

al independence after the dissolution of the USSR in December 1991.

His own personal experience spanned the cataclysmic changes that Azerbaijan
had experienced during his lifetime, and he was fully committed to a vision of the
future of his country that would rapidly advance on the path of independence,
stability, social justice, economic development, religious tolerance, and moder-
nity. President Heydar Aliyev possessed an unswerving love of his country and
total commitment to defending the interests of his people, which remain as a her-

itage worth emulating by future generations of Azerbaijanis.
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Yalta summit (September 9, 1999)

“Heydar Aliyev was born 2 years after the loss of independence the first indepen-
dence of Azerbaijan he grew up when he spent his career as a very talented
statesman and organizer and administrator under a system which was the only

one available to him and that was a Soviet system.

Had not Azerbaijan had a Heydar Aliyev up to hell at the moment of transition
from the failed Soviet Union to a successful modern nation. Heaven knows what
might have happened here because Heydar Aliyev he was recognized in this
region as a senior statement.

He was recognized and respected by those who knew him. He impressed those
who met him with his understanding of the situations and the role of history in
the development of the Baltic countries of the Caucasus of Central Asia and of the

whole region.
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I would like to recall a special historical event in which I had the privilege of par-
ticipating shortly after my election as the President of Latvia in the summer of
1999. Then the President of Ukraine, President Kuchma had organized a confer-
ence in the city of Yalta on the Crimean Peninsula and on that occasion, I also had
a bilateral meeting with President Heydar Aliyev. I very much learned from him
the particular circumstances of the countries in the Caucasus, of the kinds of
difficulties that they had overcome, infirmly establishing their independence in
having to fight for their territory and in fact having to give up parts of their terri-
tory sadly because of the intervention of the Russian Federation and its army on
the side of the Armenian forces. But he also explained the transition process
from point of view of a Statesman who had been in high office during Soviet times
already and who was then able to in many ways understand the snares and
pitfalls that such a transition from autocracy to democracy entailed and how
difficult democracy was to achieve in certain parts of the world. Because it did

not have any historical roots or precedence.”

Heydar Aliyev is a great personality.
He is my friend, brother. He will
always have his place in my heart.
He always fought to build his coun-
try as a prosperous nation, leaving
in peace and stability.

Butros Butros-Ghali
Former Secretary-General of the
United Nations
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BAJRAM
BEGA)

President of Albania

Heydar Aliyev was an outstanding personality at the global level. Heydar Aliyev

occupied a special place among world political leaders.

He carried out reforms, established partnerships and managed to win the trust of
the people. This is not easy, especially for countries in transition, but Heydar
Aliyev wisely coped with this task. Azerbaijan has made significant progress in a
short period of time. Heydar Aliyev became a visionary of the future of Azerbai-

jan. I admire the genius of Heydar Aliyev.
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WU T n?‘m ﬁ{, PETRU
AN LUCINSCHE

R —

President of Moldova 1997-2001
President of the Moldovan Parliament
1993-1997; Member, NGIC

I met Heydar Aliyev, in the fall of 1970. In Baku, during an event dedicated to
youth, in which young men and women from all the union republics participat-
ed.

A few years later, in August 1974, it was 30 years since the liberation of Romania
from the fascist yoke. By the decision of the Political Bureau, a delegation was set
up to participate in the events devoted to the liberation of Romania. The head of
the delegation was Alexei Nikolaevich Kosighin, but Heydar Aliyev and I were
also part of the delegation. We flew to Bucharest from Sukhumi, where Kosighin
was resting. We were accommodated in a villa and of course we had three days to
communicate with each other.

Later, over a month and a half, Heydar Aliyev arrived in Moldova. We were cele-
brating 50 years since the establishment of the Republic of Moldova. I had been
specially appointed by His Excellency as a welcoming host throughout his stay in
Moldova. Three more days to count. And that's how, in that year, friendships were

formed between the two of us, which continued throughout our lives.
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Later, being members of the
Political Bureau, but also Presi-
dents, already as colleagues, we
constantly communicated with
each other. So I am up to date
and I know well what was the
attitude towards Heydar Aliyev:
both during the Soviet period

and during the period when we

were independent states.
During Yeltsin's time, but also later under Putin, when we, the leaders of the CIS
states, met, the first word was always given to Heydar Aliyev, and we could see that
his opinion weighed heavily. He was indeed an agsaqal, an imposing man, because
he possessed a wealth of life experience. He was a very reasonable and calm person,
he analyzed deeply and gave accurate assessments of the situations in which we
were.

Let's remember how GUAM was created. In the spring of 1997, I was at a meeting of
the Heads of State in the Kremlin. During the break, Shevardnadze approached, as a
former foreign minister, he informs us that we need to validate the Agreement
between NATO and the Soviet Union regarding medium-range weapons. We, as inde-
pendent republics, have to confirm the fact, that is, to ratify the Agreement. He tells
us: "We should understand each other so that we have some kind of common posi-
tion!" In the fall of the same year at a Summit of the Council of Europe in Strasburg,
Heydar Aliyev invited us to a working lunch where we agreed to create this organiza-
tion. GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic Development - Georgia,

Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Moldova.
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I'm from Moldova and Moldova
is the country of the vines. How-
ever, sometimes Azerbaijan got
ahead of us. So there was compe-
tition between our republics. A
healthy competition.

Of course, Heydar Aliyev had his
own special, unmistakable char-

acter. He possessed an iron will.

If the knot would not be untied,

he had the courage to cut the Gordian Knot. Fate put him to difficult tests. Let's
remember the time when the street made politics in the country. Not only in Azerbai-
jan, but everywhere in the former Soviet republics. He had been forced to retire to his
homeland in Nakhichevan to his sister in an old house without any comforts. Within
4 hours he told me in detail about this period of great trials.

In the history of any nation there are periods of darkness, but the Azerbaijani people
quickly had a light: they understood how necessary it is to return Heydar Aliyev better
than him, who could solve problems better than him, because he gave the other man
a richer experience than his: he had occupied high leadership positions in the state
for almost half a century.

Currently, Azerbaijan is developing under the sign of the strategic ideas and visions of
Heydar Aliyev. The baton, from the father, was taken over by his son, Ilham Aliyev. As
one of our poets wrote, the son successfully continues the father's work.I must say
that this continuity was and is beneficial for the whole country; now Azerbaijan is a
country with weight not only in the region, but also in the whole world. Symposiums,
international meetings are held in Baku. Many problems facing the countries of the

region are solved in Baku.

10
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I am a member of the Nizami Foundation. Every year this Foundation gathers in
Baku people from different countries of the world, to exchange ideas, to exchange
experience.

I pay a sincere tribute, I am impressed by what happened in these 30 and more years
in the history of Azerbaijan. I would like to emphasize in particular the advantage of
this continuity in politics, because it pursues a single goal: increasing the well-being
of the people, the development of all spheres of activity in the country.

I always associate my memories of Heydar Aliyev with an exemplary model of think-
ing and political wisdom. His Excellency always make well-thought-out decisions: I
repeat, at the global level. The word of Heydar Aliyev was appreciated and accepted
in many countries of the world.

Remembering Heydar Aliyev, we spoke and will always speak words of respect and
piety.

I am sure that the 100th anniversary of the birth of Heydar Aliyev, which is approach-
ing soon, will be celebrated not only in Azerbaijan but in several countries around
the world. Because he is a standard of what a statesman should be, what a leader of
a country should be.

Heydar Aliyev spoke with love about his people, about Azerbaijan. And what he did
for the prosperity of this country, I think, will remain for centuries in the memory of

his people.

1
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DAVID
CHIKVAIDZE

Chef de Cabinet of the Director-General
of the United Nations Office at Geneva
Vice President, Swiss Foreign Policy Association

oy

The term Founding Father is usually associated with George Washington, Benja-

RENDEZ-VOUS WITH HISTORY

min Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, men who
created a Nation that lives, thrives, and reinvents itself with every passing
decade. In more recent times, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, Mahatma Gandhi, and
Konrad Adenauer stepped up to the historic moment and laid the foundation for

their respective great Nations and peoples.

With the dissolution of the USSR, and the appearance on the world stage of fifteen
new countries, they were all in a position to beget their own Founding Fathers.
Azerbaijan was among only a handful of those who proved that a post-Soviet

country could have a real Founding Father.

Despite being a native of Georgia, which is a good and close neighbor, I first visit-
ed Azerbaijan only in December 1994, as part of a United Nations delegation to
review the country's humanitarian needs at a difficult time. The delegation was

received by President Heydar Aliyev, who had recently returned to save and lead

12
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his country out of the deep crisis that it had found itself in following the break-up of the
USSR. President Aliyev personally greeted each member of the United Nations delega-
tion by name. He gave a deeply knowledgeable overview of the state of affairs in the
country and a most profound analysis of the regional and wider implications of the
situation as it was evolving in the South Caucasus and in all of Eurasia. We were spell-
bound and knew that this was no ordinary politician we were witnessing, but a major
figure of contemporary history. He was one of the most impressive political leaders I

have ever encountered in my career.
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For my family, as for most Georgians, Heydar Aliyev was a household name since
the 1970s. He considered peace in the Caucasus as his overarching commitment
and was never tired of emphasizing this. “Achieving peace will not be easy, but
common sense will prevail”, he stressed during his state visit to Georgia in 1996.
“The Caucasus must be peaceful, the Caucasus must be secure, the Caucasus
must be a region of peaceful, good-neighborly, mutually advantageous coopera-

tion.”

The Father of modern Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev successfully pulled the country
out of its ‘nosedive’ and led his native land from its post-Soviet dilapidated and
destitute state into the position of one of the most successfully developing former
Soviet republics. In true Founding Father fashion, Heydar Aliyev ensured that his
work and his vision for his country would be firmly grounded in sound manage-

ment and remain sustainable and successful in the long term.

The foundations of the young State laid down by the Father of modern Azerbaijan
Heydar Aliyev continue to be steadily and creatively strengthened, widened and
solidified by President Ilham Aliyev. Under his astute leadership, Azerbaijan
‘came of age’, becoming a leading power in the energy, political, and strategic
spheres, regained its territorial integrity and is a serious player on the world
stage, a flourishing major regional actor that commands worldwide respect and

an active and constructive member of the United Nations.

14
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Pawung
Annmos

[oKTop nonntrnuyeckux Hayk, npodeccop,
leHepanbHbIN cekpeTapb LWOC (2016-2018 rr..)
uneH MexpgyHapogaHoro ueHTpa Husamu laHgxeBun

OauH 3nNM3o4 U3 MOeM XXU3HU, CBA3aHHbIN C
Fenpap Anmesunuem AnveBbiMm

9to ObLIO B camMoM Havaise 1985 roza, o0OBsaBiIeHHOTO OpraHusaIuen
O6beamHEéHHBIX Hanmuit MexayHapoAHBIM rozom mosiozexu. B CoBeTCKoM
Coro3e Kowmmuccuro 1o ero nposezieHHUIo Bo3ryiaBui [etijap Anves, B TO BpeMs
IIepBBIM 3aMecTuTenb IpegcenaTens Coera MwunuctpoB CCCP, uieH
IMonuT6ropo LK KIICC,- oguH 13 BBICIINX PYKOBOAUTENEN MUPOBOU ZEepP>KaBhl.
DTO OYEPKUBAIO 0CO00E OTHOIIEHNE TIOJUTUIECKOTO PYKOBO/CTBA CTPAHBI K
npobseMaM COBETCKOU MOJIOZEXU U, B 0COOEHHOCTU, IIpOBeZieHUI0 B MoCKBe
IleHTpaJbHOrO Meponpudatus I'oga - 12 BcemupHoro ecTuBaIsi MOJOAEXKU U
CTyZEeHTOB (27 utod - 3 aBrycra 1985 roza).

[TogroToBKa K IrIaBHOMY (GOPYMY MOJIOJEXKU MHUpPA IILJIa MOJTHBIM XOZOM U
KoMmccus peryasipHO 3acIylinBaia OTIeThl pyKOBoAUTenel ciy:k6 COBETCKOTO
noarotrosutenbHoro kKomureTa (CITK), koTopsiii HaunHasg ¢ 1984 roga paboTa B
KPYTJI0CYyTOYHOM pexxkuMe. CIIpoc ¢ KaXKJ0T0 PYKOBOAUTEIS ObLT YPE3BbIYAHO

CTpPOIr'M. CJIY‘-IEUIOCB, YTO IIOCJIe OTYETA IIPpUXOANJI0CHh MEHATH MECTO pa6OTbI.

15
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DTO OBLIO MOHATHO, TaK KaK pedb IIJIa O MEPOIIPUITUY MUPOBOTO MaciITadba: B
nocaesHuyl pa3 B CCCP BcemupHsiMi decTUBasib MOJOAEKU U CTYZAEHTOB

mpoxoaua B 1957 roay.

B ouiH 113 X0JIOAHBIX (PEBPATBCKUX JHEU HACTYIIU YEPES AePKaTh 9K3aMeH
nepes Komwuccmeln m MHe - AUPEKTOPY MEXAYHAapOAHOTO IIpecc-IleHTpa
BcemupHoro dectusans. Iloesgka 1o Kpemis, rae J0KHO ObLIIO COCTOSTHCS
3acesaHye, 3aHUMaJa He O0osbire 30 MUHYT. S Bplexas ¢ 3armacoM B 20 MUHYT U,
HEeCMOTPS Ha CBOOOZHbIE OPOTH, ... HA HAYaJI0 3aceflaHus omo3zat. [IpudnHa
opl1a 6aHanbHOU. He moezxadg o Bospmoro KamMeHHOro MocTa ABMXXEHUE
aBTOTPAHCIIOPTAa OBLIO OCTAHOBJIEHO: KaK OKa3aJoCh, OXUJAATU BbIe3la U3
Kpemns sauzepa OZHOIO U3 JAPYKECTBEHHBIX TIOCyZapcTB. Takoil IIOBOPOT
COOBITUY TTpe/CKa3aTh HUKTO He MOT. Korzia s BOIIEN B 3aJ1 3aCeZJaHUM, OTYET
OZIHOTO M3 PYKOBOAMTEJNEN roposa MockBhI yxke 3aBepiiazicsa. Ko MHe mozgomién
OAVH W3 IIOMOIIHUKOB 3aMecTuTens IIpexacenarens, mprcesn Ha KOPTOYKU U
IIOJIyIIEIIOTOM THEBHO TIPEeAYIIPEAU O «CePhe3HOM pasroBOpe» IIOCie

3acesaHus. B aToT MomeHT T'elijlap AnmeBUY IpeAoCTaBUI MHE CJIOBO.

[Tocye oTyéTa 1 OTBETOB Ha MHOT'OYMCIeHHbIEe BOIPOCH, l'etijap AnreBuY
ZlaJl BBICOKYIO OIIEHKY IIPOBEefE€HHOU paboTe W IMOAYEPKHYJ, YTO «MMEHHO
TaKOW, OTBETCTBEHHOM, 3(PHOEeKTUBHOU U Pe3yJbTaTUBHOU JOJIKHA OBITH
AeATEeJbHOCTh KaXJAOro IIPpU IMOATOTOBKE K TaKOMy TI'PaHAMO3HOMY
MeX/IyHapOJHOMY MEePOIPUATUIO KaK BceMupHBIN pecTrBaIb. A 4TO KacaeTcs
OTI03J]aHUS, - 33[yMUYMBO ITpousHec l'etiap AreBuY, - TO C KEM He OBIBAET»,- U
MSTKO IIOCMOTpeJ Ha CBoero 3amecTuTens o Kommccuu. «Bbel cBOOOJHBI,
ToBapui] ArumoB. [IpogonkaliTe B TAKOM JXe 9HEPTUYHOM Ayxe. YcrexoB Bam B

BalllUX JleJlax»,- 3akao4unI ['etijap ATveBUY U g CIIENTHO ITOKWHYJ 3aJI.

16
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ITo mopore B oduc KO MHe IPUXOAUIU pasHble MbIcAu. IloHMMasn, YTo
OOBSICHUTH CBOE OIO3ZlaHue OyzeT He Jerko. B Kpemie HUKTO U CIyLIaTh He
CTaHEeT O IepeKphITUM MocTa. Korjga B kabuHeTe 3a3BeHeN «Oesbiii» TenedoH,
3aHepBHUYa1. ['osoc B TpybOke ObL1 Tpo3HbIM: «CkaxkuTe cracubo Tetizap
AnrieBUYy, KOTOPBIU He JOIMYCTUJI Baliero CTpororo HakasaHUsI»,- YCIBIIIAT S B
TPyOKe [0 KOPOTKUX TYJKOB.... BceMUpHBIN (decTUBasb YCIEIIHO IPOIIEN C
ydqacTueM 26 ThICSY IOHOIIEN M JieByllek u3 157 cTpaH Mupa. BcemupHoe
COOBITHE OCBENIQIV IOYTU JBE THICIYU KYPHAJIMCTOB u3 117 cTpaH Mupa.
BosriaBisseMbIi MHOU MEXIYHAPOAHBIU IIPecCc-IeHTP JOCTOWHO CIIPABUJICS CO
BCEMU IIOCTaBJIEHHBIMU 3aZa9aMu. [lo utoram decTuBaisi g OBLI HarpaXkJEeH

OpzenoMm /[Ipy:x0b! HApoAOB... MHe O6bL10 32 roza...

[To3gHee MoOsI 3aBeTHask MeuTa COBLIACH - S CTaJI AUIJIOMATOM, BO3TJIABJISI
AUTIIOMaTUYeCKe MUCCHUM CBOEM CTpaHbl, Pecrybsuku Ta[KUKUCTaH, 3a
pyOexxoM, Ha KPYITHBIX MEXAYHAPOAHBIX dopymMax. Ho Kakou ObI ITOCT B )KU3HU
g He 3aHUMAJ, BcerJa MOMHIII O ¢eBpaJbCKOM 3mu3oze 1985 roza, KOTOPHIN
rokasas Beanuue letijapa AnveBa, - 0JHOTO U3 U3BECTHBIX TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX U
IIOJIUTUYECKUX JlesiTeJIel CBOero BpeMeHU. DTO BeJrdre IIPOSBUIOCH He TOJIBKO
B [J00poTe, TPOSBIEHHOU KO MHe. 3amUTUB MeHs, lelizap AjueBud
IIPOZIEMOHCTPUPOBAJ IIHPOTY M MacmiTab CBoel JUYHOCTH, He II0AJaJICS
9MOITMOHAJIBHBIM U HECITPaBeJJIUBBIM IIOTBITKAM MaJe€HbKUX YHMHOBHUKOB-
bopMaMUCTOB Pa3AyTh «M3 MYXU CJIOHA», & [jaJl B3BEIIEHHYI0 U 00beKTUBHYIO
OIIeHKy HPaKTUYECKUM pe3yJbTraTaM paboThl. B 3TOM MaseHbKOM 31M30/ie, KaK
B 3epKajie, OTPA3WINCh MHOI'Me 0JIarOpOJAHBIE Jejia BO UMs 4YeJOBEeKa U
YeJIOBEYHOCTH, KOTOPBIMU ITpociaBumica letiap AnveBud AsveB - BeJTUKUU
CBIH a3zepbau/pPKaHCKOro Hapoza. Kak crpaBesyiMBO 3aMeTWJ BeJUKUU
bpannysckui nucatesb BukTop I'oro: «Benmkue 041 caMU COOPYKAIOT cebe

npegecTas. CTAaTyIO BO3ABUTAET 6y,qymee>>.

17
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EMIL
CONSTANTINESCU

President of Romania 1996-2000
Member, NGIC

My presidential mandate coincided with the time when President Heydar Aliyeyv,
after managing to stabilize the country’s domestic affairs and included Azerbai-
jan in NATO’s Partnership for Peace, launched two great projects of economic
cooperation which overcame the regional framework and grew rapidly to a global
importance. I am referring here to TRACECA and the Rebirth of the Silk Road.

Our first meeting took place in Istanbul, in April 1997, at the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Business Forum, where, upon the invitation of our host, President
Suleyman Demirel, I participated together with President Aliyev and Shevard-

nadze, and decided to join our efforts in order to revive transport on the Ancient
Silk Road.

It was at this meeting that President Aliyev advanced also the idea of an Oil Road
that would connect Azerbaijan with Romania, the two countries in which, along

with the United States of America, originate the first industrial oil exploitations.

18
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In support of this idea, I stated that, if during World War II, our countries’ oil was

vital to the military success of the belligerent parties, it was high time it became

an agent of peace in the region.

The collaboration with President Aliyev was strengthened through our common
actions in several Summits:

This spirit of sincere collaboration for a better and more peaceful world was
taken over by the Nizami Ganjavi International Center which managed to gather
together prestigious democratic leaders of the contemporary world as well as dis-
tinguished representatives of academia in the Forums organized in Baku as well
as in other prestigious locations in the world, to which I participated every year,
bearing in mind the belief that only a culture of peace can provide humanity with

a prosperous future.

19
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ZLATKO
LAGUMDZIJA

Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina
2001-2002, Deputy Prime Minister 18992-19394,
2012-2015; Board of Trustees Member, NGIC

).

Being great leader is not only being successful when leading the nation in peace-

ful, glorious and flourishing time.

Confronted with seismic changes after Berlin Wall was falling down Heydar
Aliyev knew the way, he showed that way, and ultimately he walked the way to

independence and nation building with people of Azerbaijan.

Great leaders are the ones that have capacity to translate vision in reality when
being challenged in turbulent historical times. The capacity to sail their nation
out of threats and dangers in waters of freedom and stability while opening path-
ways to sustainable and inclusive prosperity of the people.

Greatest ones are not defined by number of people they lead, or by the size and
resources of the country, or by the military power and wealth of the nation, but
by the legacy measured with success of the leaders and nation that comes after he

is gone.

21
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Three decades after Heydar Aliyev became President of Azerbaijan and two
decades after passed away, Republic of Azerbaijan, the country that 105 years ago
became the first secular democratic Muslim majority state, today is modern fast
growing developing country, founded on great history, culture, tradition, wisdom
and legacy of great people like Nizami Ganjavi - country with high rate of eco-
nomic development, enormous energy, transport and geostrategic importance
that is unavoidable factor of overall geopolitical stability in Europe and in the
broader region. Legacy of Heydar Aliyev is not only important part of nation

building history but the key pillar of Azerbaijan today and tomorrow as well.

President Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev just continued the path on his father's legacy.
And the creation of Nizami Ganjavi International Center as a platform for
Global Baku Forum which is becoming some kind of geopolitical Dallas is
actually made on one great gift that Azerbaijan has which is 12th century
thinker, poet, sage great Nizami Ganjavi. So, I think that what we are
witnessing today from Global Baku Forum, Nizami Ganjavi International

Center, leadership of President Ilham Aliyev this is just something which

was possible just like today's Azerbaijan that has a future to be not only

regional leader but also some kind of lighthouse for dialogue, respect,
learning, and understanding in broader sense. And that was all possible
because 100 years ago in Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev was born and grabbed

historical moment as a true leader.
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Bukrtop
IOweHKo

MNpe3ngeHT YKpanHbl 2005-2010
Unen MexpayHapogHoro ueHTpa Husamu MaHaxkesn

100 netr Ha3ap poagunca l'enpap Anuwesunu Anues

MBI 1O3HaKOMUJIVCH C HMM B Havdajse 90-pIx roZoB. OTO BpeMd, Korza
AzepbavikaH OBLI OTKJIIOYEH OT CHUCTeMbl pacuéra U BHYyTpu COBETCKOTO
Coto3a, u 3a pydbeskoM. HacTynuia huHaHCOBasA U IIIATEXKHAS U30AAIUA. S, KaK
oZWH n3 pyKoBoauTeser HarmonanbHOro Banka YkpauwHsl, ObLI IPUTJIAIIEH B
HaxudeBaHb A OOCY:KAeHUsS TOW (UHAHCOBOW M ILJIATEXHOU CUTYAIlWH,
KOTOpas CIOXWIach B Asepbaiimkane. SI Torga mMesn BO3MOXHOCTD IIPOBECTU
HeCKOJIbKO fHel ¢ [etijapoM AJMeBBIM, U 3TU BIeYaTIEHUSI ¥ MeHS OCTaJINCh

Ha BCIO JKI3Hb.

Korza 51 Bomién B ero pabo4ynii kabuHeT, a ero paboumii KaOMHeT HAaXOUJICS B
ZeTCKOM Ca/IKe, Ha BTOPOM 3Ta)ke, MeHs IT0Pa3nJIo HECKOJIBKO Bemel. [lepBoe,
caMoe BXKHOe — 51 BUJeN JINJiepa, KOTOPBIY npuexan u3 MOCKBbI, U B ITOPSIZKE
JHS CTOSJI BOIIPOC CTAHOBJIEHUs He3aBUCUMOro AsepbaiikaHa. Beuio Bcé

O4YeHb CJIOXKHO. fI MOMHI0, Kak IlepeZi BUTpHHaMU B HaxudeBaHu ObLIN odepesy,

23
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THICSYU, JEeCATKU THICIY JII0eN HaXO[WINCh Ha TPOTyapax B OXXUJAAHUU. B aTon
aTMocdepe y Hac Haydajlcsg O4YeHb IMPOAOIKUTENIbHBIM PasroBOpP, KOTOPBHIU
JJIUJICS He OAUH JieHb. VI MBI ZIOCTUINIM TOTO B3aMMOIIOHMMAaHUS, KOTOPOE
IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO Asepbaii/pkaH BIIOCJIEACTBUU CTaJ HAZEXKHBIM APYyroM
YkpawmHsbl. A3epOaii/pKaH IOIYYMII IJIATEXHYIO CHCTEMY, BBIIIET Ha BHEITHUU

KOHTAKT, PMHAHCOBBIN 1 9 KOHOMUYECKUH.

A mpunomuHalo, kak yepes rog l'evizap AnveBud mpuexas B Kues, 1 MbI 11eJTbIN
JeHb C HUM TIpoBeIu Ha OaHKHOTHOW (abpuke, MOHETHOM JBOpE
HanmoHanpHOTO OaHKa YKpawHbI, IZle Mbl pacCMaTPUBAIU IEPBble 3aKasbl,
KOTOPbIE HYKHO OBLIO BBITIOJHUTH AJIs Asepbaii/pkaHa, HauMHAsA OT CTPOTUX
ZNIOKYyMEHTOB, Pa3HOTO POZia CBUZETEJbCTB U 3aKAHUYMBAS OOJUTaAllUIMU, JaXKke
IIPOrOBApUBAIM BOIIPOC ITeYaTaHUS IePBbIX asepOal/KaHCKMX OaHKHOT Ha

Hareu dabpuke.

OTU U Jpyrue CTPAHUIBI HAIIUX OTHOIIEHUMN s XPaHIO B CBOEM cepAlle [0
cerofHAIIHero AHsg. S Bufesn asepOalZPKaHCKUU HAPOJ, BEJIUKOIO JHJepa,
MOKET OBITh, B CaMble CJIOXKHBbIe Yachl. A3epOalpKaHCKOMY HapoJy O4YeHb
II0BE3JI0, YTO OH HMeJ TaKOI'o 4eJ0BeKa, KOTOPBIM MOT BO3IJIABUTH OSTU
TpaHchopMaIuy U B KOHIIe KOHI[OB BBIBECTU CTPAaHYy HAa YPOBEHb, B KOTOPOM

OHa HaXOJUTCH cendac.
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PETAR
STOYANOV

President of Bulgaria 199/-2002
Board of Trustees Member, NGIC

In December 1999 as a relatively young President of my country, I visited Baku at
the invitation of President Heydar Aliyev. We had extremely fruitful and enjoy-
able discussions, including a one-on-one conversation. We discussed in detail
our bilateral relations, major aspects of the further development of our coopera-
tion and the strengthening of friendship between Bulgaria and Azerbaijan. It was
a relaxed and friendly conversation between two presidents whose countries had
a similar recent past and who were facing similar problems and difficulties at the
time - economic and social, as well as political as our societies were undergoing
a transition unknown in human history - from totalitarian rule and planned econ-
omy to democracy and free market economy. This challenge made us close in a

special way.

In this challenging period, President Aliyev demonstrated that he was a
visionary. His goal was not only to resolve the current problems of the country
within his mandate, but also to lay the best foundations for its development in the

next 40-50-100 years. Due to his recognition of the excellent strategic geopolitical
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position of his country, Azerbaijan established its role as an important factor in the
“TRACECA” program for the Restoration of the Historic Silk Route. I think that this

quality of a visionary was the most important element of his leadership of Azerbaijan.

We met with President Heydar Aliyev many times in other formats, such as Part-
nership for Peace, OSCE and others. I remember very well our meeting at the NATO
summit in Washington on April 22-23, 1999, when all of us, the presidents of the
former Eastern European countries and former Soviet republics, discussed all issues
related to creating a new world after the collapse of the former Soviet Union. President
Heydar Aliyev had the right to take particular pride in this process due to his decisive
role in asserting Azerbaijan's independence, but also in having avoided any of the dra-
matic and destructive turbulences that usually accompany such profound changes.

Despite the difference in age and experience, it was always a pleasure to communi-
cate with President Aliyev as he was an intelligent, balanced and informed communi-

cator. But I also enjoyed talking with him because he had invaluable experience and a
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vision for the future of the post-Soviet space. He felt true love for my country which is

similar in size and close in its traditions to Azerbaijan, but more importantly, because
of the future common tasks we were facing. Aliyev's experience informed him that the
gigantic challenges facing our new countries required patience and time. I must admit
that, being much younger, I thought that we would overcome the post-communist
problems within a much shorter time. However, President Aliyev was right.

I have always been greatly impressed by the political wisdom of Heydar Aliyev, as
well as the will with which he laid the foundations of the new independent state of
Azerbaijan. It is not by chance that the Azerbaijani people gave him the title “National
Leader”. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Heydar Aliyev played a decisive role in
the development and well-being of his country: from the historic achievements in
gaining independence, through his leading role in the Nagorno-Karabakh peace nego-
tiations, through the unique project that is the East-West Energy Corridor, attracting
major foreign investments and the revival of the Great Silk Road. All these historical
achievements of Azerbaijan are connected with the name and personality of Heydar
Aliyev. In the history of every nation there are periods of historical challenges. A
nation which at such times succeeds in appointing a leader who can lead his people to
overcome those challenges, should be proud and grateful. And in the years after the

collapse of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan had such a leader.
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NINO
BURJANADZE

Acting President of Georgia
2003-2004 and 2007/-2008;
Speaker of Parliament of Georgia
2001-2008

It is my great pleasure and honour to speak to you today about the legacy of
Heydar Aliyev, a truly extraordinary personality and a remarkable leader whose
political impact reverberated far beyond the Caucasus, and whose legacy contin-
ues to inspire us all as we celebrate his centenary. I had the privilege of knowing
Heydar Aliyev personally, and I can attest that his work was an example of great
statesmanship, executed with tremendous wisdom and great patience during his
leadership of Azerbaijan through the gravest political, social and economic tur-

bulences.

Heydar Aliyev led his country with great dignity during the Soviet times, and then
helped it emerge from the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Through those excep-
tionally challenging times, he not only managed to lay a strong foundation for his
country, but also managed to transform it into a stable and sovereign state on its
journey to prosperity. He also did so much to build a good-neighbourly relations
with my country, Georgia. During my long term political career, I witnessed
first-hand his success in building reciprocal and harmonious relationship

between our two nations. He did this both before, and after our independence.
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I am confident that everyone
who knew him personally will
agree that he always left an ever-
lasting impression. I remember
vividly the first time I met him -
this was back in 1996, during his
official state visit to Georgia.
Those were difficult times, but
also times of great changes and

hope. At that time, one of Geor-

gia’s top priorities was to become

a part of transnational transit

corridor, and the Baku-Thili-

si-Ceyhan pipeline. The terms of

Georgia’s participation, however, were not very satisfactory. We found ourselves in a
difficult position. I will not delve deeper into technicalities, but my country needed a

helping hand...

What Heydar Aliyev did was truly remarkable and set a new precedent in contempo-
rary political history. Acting out of pure benevolence, he took steps to empower his
neighbouring country and bolstered Georgia’s position within the project. Further-
more, during his visit to Thilisi, he surprised everyone by making a unilateral decision
to increase Georgia’s share in the project. And he announced this during his speech to
the Georgian parliament. As my colleagues and I listened to his words, we were left in
a state of shock. We were all stunned into silence for a split second before erupting
into thunderous applause! This meant a lot for Georgia, and such magnanimous ges-

ture could only be made by a far-sighted and brave statesman like Heydar Aliyev.
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I want to take a moment to recall a personal meeting I had with Heydar Aliyev more
than two decades ago. At the time, I was a young and less experienced politician, rep-
resenting my nation as the Chairwoman of the Parliament. Despite my relative lack of
experience, Heydar Aliyev treated me with the utmost respect, as if we were at the
same level of global politics. During that meeting, he expressed his deep admiration
for my nation and made a momentous decision that would only come to fruition
because of his immense political weight. Looking back on that encounter, I am filled
with a sense of awe and gratitude for the way he treated me and my country. It is a tes-
tament to his character that he elevated a young politician like me, and it speaks to the

kind of leader he truly was.

Today, as we celebrate his centenary, I reflect on his legacy with immense admiration.
It brings me great joy to see the people of Azerbaijan flourishing under the wise and
prudent leadership characteristic to Heydar Aliyev, but now carried forward by hon-
ourable ITham Aliyev. Our relationship is a source of immense pride for me, and I am
delighted to see that Heydar Aliyev’s political heritage lives on in contemporary Azer-
baijan. I would like to wish President I[lham Aliyev continued success in building a

resilient, forward-looking, and prosperous Azerbaijan.

“Heydar Aliyev contributed to Georgia's participation in regional projects and to the

improvement of people’s well-being through these projects.”
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EKMELEDDIN
IHSANOGHLU

Member, NGIC
Secretary-General, OIC 2004-2014

"Heydar Aliyev was a brilliant and wise leader. After becoming the President of
independent Azerbaijan, he worked tirelessly and selflessly to further increase
the power of the country. Heydar Aliyev succeeded in strengthening the econom-

ic well-being of Azerbaijan through bilateral and multilateral cooperation."
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Valdis Zatlers

President of Latvia 2007-2011
Member, NGIC

Ismail Serageldin

Co-Chair, NGIC
Vice President of the World Bank
1992-2000

Mladen lvanic

President of Bosnia and Herzegovina
2014-2018; Member, NGIC

"100 years ago, a child was born to be a leader.

There are not so many people in the history of the world
who could be called the founding fathers of their own
countries. It's a privilege, but this privilege needs
wisdom and experience. How to do that? You need to
create a vision of your country, and then you have to con-
vince your people that they are ready to have their own
state and that they will be proud of their state in the
future. So that's what Heydar Aliyev did. I think not only
Azerbaijani people but myself are very grateful to him

because he put Azerbaijan on the global map."

“We are privileged that many of us have known him
personally. Today we reflect on 100 years since the birth
of the real father of Azerbaijan. Heydar Aliyev estab-
lished peace and prosperity in Azerbaijan and pushed

for its development and its position in the world.”

“Heydar Aliyev was seen as a person who was really
significant and who established modern Azerbaijan. He
will always be remembered in the history of the Azerbai-

jani people as a very significant personality.”
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Amre Moussa
Board of Trustees Member, NGIC

Secretary-General, Arab League
2001-2011; Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Egypt 1991-2001

Wu Hongbo

Special Representative of the Chinese
Government for European Affairs;
former Under Secretary-General of
United Nations; former Chinese
Ambassador to Germany

Global Policy Analysis

“I met Heydar Aliyev more than once in my capacity as
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt. I was impressed
by his analysis and by his vast knowledge of the prob-
lems and issues of concern in Africa, the Arab world,

West Asia, and the Mediterranean.”

"Heydar Aliyev’s national development strategy for the
revival of the Silk Road is an important clap for the
common prosperity and the development of both China
and Azerbaijan.

Heydar Aliyev was a good friend of the Chinese people.
During his visit to our country in 1994, he held important
meetings with Chinese leaders. During his leadership,
Azerbaijan-China relations developed rapidly, and
important steps were taken to expand cooperation in a
number of fields. Currently, China is interested in the
further development of relations with Azerbaijan."

"If it was not for him, I cannot imagine what would have
happened to this country. Because the relations of ener-
gy-rich countries with other states and neighbors are
very important. The modern state of Azerbaijan was

created under the leadership of Heydar Aliyev."
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"What is a nation from my point of view?

This is awareness about a common future. To be a state-
ment means you have a duty, you have a goal, and you have
an obligation to be able to work on common awareness

about a common future.

This is extremely delicate, and only a few among the state-

Boris Tadic

Board of Trustees Member, NGIC
President of Serbia 2004-2012

ments and the politicians are able to deliver it. Heydar
Aliyev was showing a really specific philosophy; he was
extremely successful in that process, and this is why he
deserved to be the founding father of Azerbaijan.

It was extremely difficult during the turmoil of the dethron-
ing of the USSR to establish a new country and to put the
foundation of the new nation in a specific historical con-
text. He was very brave; he was very determined and
focused on his historical work. I appreciate very much

everything he has done."

"He used this wisdom from the first day. An example of this
was the signing of the Contract of the Century, which allowed
many foreign companies to start working in Azerbaijan, and
this contributed to the development of the country. It was

easy for us to work together. We saw Azerbaijan as a gateway

to the Caspian region for Romania, while Azerbaijan saw

Emil Constantinescu Romania as a window to Europe. Our joint work to promote
President of Romania 1996-2000

Member, NGIC bilateral relations was very effective. Heydar Aliyev was able

to make the right decision at the right time, which helped him

solve the problems faced during his presidency."
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Eka Tkeshelashvili

Board of Trustees Member, NGIC
Deputy Prime Minister of Georgia
2010-2012

Volkan Bozkir

75th President of the UNGA
Member, NGIC
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“Speaking about President Heydar Aliyev is very emotional for me
as a Georgian, as I vividly remember the role he played, not only in
the nation-building of Azerbaijan, but for the whole region, and
Georgia in particular. The close, brotherly relations between our
two nations have been revitalized specifically during the period of
Heydar Aliyev’s presidency.

Foundation for those issues on the agenda, such as energy indepen-
dence, the connection between East and West, as well as the role of
the Caucasus in all this, has been laid during those times.
President Heydar Aliyev, together with Eduard Shevarnadze, Presi-
dent of Georgia at the time, have built that vision that is serving our
nations in terms of our role internationally and became the founda-
tion for nation building, economic prosperity for the region, and
the well-being of so many people. Heydar Aliyev’s image and legacy
that he left are vividly known and appreciated. We, as Georgians,
think of him as our own because his role in our country’s prosperity
was very big as well. All that foundation for the strategic partner-
ship of or two very close nations has been consolidated with his

personal efforts. ”

“With the son Aliyev, who really showed the same talents as his
father, Azerbaijan is now a country in the world with a lot of credit,
a peaceful nation, a secular nation, and also an important element
in many international gatherings. I'm sure that the national
leader, Heydar Aliyeyv, is resting in peace but also with happiness,
seeing that this dream has been achieved by his son and with his

friends.”
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Rosen Plevneliev

Board of Trustees Member, NGIC
President of Bulgaria 2012-2017

Yves Leterme

Board of Trustees Member, NGIC
Prime Minister of Belgium

2008, 2009-2011

“I'm going to tell you a story. One day, I spent the whole day with
President Ilham Aliyev. We were at the opening of a very modern
stadium just a kilometer out of here, and we also opened the
ceremony for the European Olympic Games. And President
ITham Aliyev was telling me the story. Mr. President, do you
know what was here before we built that very modern stadium,
one of the most modern stadiums in the world, like this
museum? You know what was here? I said no; that was a lot of
gas. That was garbage. And I just wonder what President Heydar
Aliyev inherited from the falling empire. I tried to see pictures; I

tried to look at the museums; I saw some books.”

“Nation-building refers to fulfilling the concept of a shared soci-
ety based on a geographical location. We all know from the
recent history of Azerbaijan that territorial integrity is crucial,
as is geographical location, because you are a nation yourself;
you feel yourself belonging to a group that makes you even more
of a nation; and you're recognized as such by others. Azerbaijan
is really becoming increasingly recognized as a beacon of stabil-
ity and a trustworthy partner, and that's what the founding
father laid as a solid foundation for Azerbaijan. I think he would
be proud of what is now the result of his personal leadership and
what he contributed to the building of this country and, more-

over, of this nation.”
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“Together with Azerbaijani people we celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of Heydar Aliyev, who has given perspective to the
nations of the Caucasus, Tiirkiye, as well as our partners in
South Europe, who are now linked to the visionary concept of

Caspian energy, and whose political future in many aspects

linked to the concepts developed by Heydar Aliyev, Eduard

Giorgi Margvelashvili

President of Georgia 2013-2018
Member, NGIC

Shevarnadze and Silileyman Demirel.”

"Governing countries in the first years of independence
required great responsibility. When Heydar Aliyev was asked
what was the most difficult thing about governing the country,
he said that it was laying the foundation of a sovereign state,

and he succeeded in doing that. It is a great joy for the people

of Azerbaijan to have had such a leader. Heydar Aliyev was a

Viktor Yushchenko very cultured and fair person. When I visited Nakhchivan, I
President of Ukraine 2005-2010
Member, NGIC saw that Heydar Aliyev was working tirelessly for his country."

"Heydar Aliyev had visions of the future and rich experience.
He saved Azerbaijan from the difficulties and dangers that the
country faced during the conflict. Currently, relations between
Bulgaria and Azerbaijan are at a high level, and Heydar Aliyev

played his part in strengthening these relations."

Petar Stoyanov

Board of Trustees Member, NGIC
President of Bulgaria 1997-2002
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"His achievements were unique, he was among the most import-
ant people in the USSR, increased the budget of Azerbaijan by 89
times in a short time, and also solved the country's problems

that arose after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Heydar Aliyev played a crucial role in Azerbaijan's accession to

ISESCO and in the subsequent development of relations.
Abdulaziz Altwaijri

Former Director-General of ISESCO

N President Ilham Aliyev continued the work of a national leader

and contributed to the development of relations between Azer-

baijan and ISESCO.."

“Heydar Aliyev was a far-sighted and wise head of state who had
dreams for his country. He wanted Azerbaijan to occupy an

important place in the world community and establish peace in

the region.”
Hikmet Chetin
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tirkiye
1991-1994; Member, NGIC
‘ "I have been coming to Azerbaijan since the 1990s. During these

years, I have witnessed the dynamic development of the coun-
try. Heydar Aliyev's wise policy is being successfully continued
today. It is very important to have neighbors with a strong, con-

structive, and balanced policy."

David Chikvaidze

Chef de Cabinet to the
Director-General of the UNOAG
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